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ABSTRACT

Gender equality is the fundamental aspect of a society thal assures equitable distribution of rights,
resources, opportunities, and safeguards, free of patriarchal power imbalances. Women have long been
seen as the embodiment of love, kindness, care, and “the mother of mankind’. However, she is subjected
to the most heinous and awful cruelties. Domestic violence, also known as intimate partner violence or
spousal violence, is the most common kind of violence perpetrated against women. According to the
WHO, nearly one-third, or 27%, of women aged 15 to 49 who have been in a relationship report
experiencing physical or sexual violence from their intimate partner. The 1ssue of domestic violence has
been addressed both at the international and national level, but still, there exists a persistent gap in
enforcing and implementing them. This can be easily proved by the continuous rise in the cases of
domestic violence worldwide, especially during the COVID-19 times. The problem that needs to be
addressed at hand is the role of several accountable stakeholders involved in the process of providing
access to justice to the women affected by domestic violence. According to the PWDV Act, 2005, in
India, the several stakeholders or legal functionaries include the Protection Officers, Magistrates
(Judges), Police Officers, Service Providers, Counsellors & Shelter Homes. These are the people with
whom the power to protect and help the women is vested, but instead, the affected women fall prey to
this system due to various reasons like fewer resources, lack of autonomy, lack of coordination amongst
legal functionaries, inefficiencies in the Act due to no case-based solutions provided, overburdened
functionaries & lack of institutional support and many more which will be further discussed & proved in
the thesis. Its judicial relevance 1s underscored by the Supreme Court's recognition in We the Women of
India vs. Union of India & Others, highlighting the severe under-appointment and workload burden of
Protection Officers, with over 4.41 lakh pending cases across 801 districts. To address these issues, the
study recommends legislative amendments for emerging abuses like cyber harassment, improved
victim-centiic support services, and enhanced autonomy for legal funclionaries through specialized
training and resource allocation.To summarize, while the PWDVA is an important legislative step
toward protecting women from domestic violence, its success is heavily dependent on the responsibility
and efficiency of the legal functionaries tasked with enforcing it. Through this thesis the researcher
identified significant legislative gaps m the PWDV Act, 2005 including its lack of alignment with
contemporary theortes of violence, absence of preventive strategies, and failure to mandate behavioral
interventions for perpetrators. Implementation challenges, such as inadequate training for legal
functionaries, resource constraints, and weak inter-agency coordination calls for enhanced coordination
among stakeholders, stable postings of legal officials, and collaboration with civil society organizations
to improve case management and survivor support.
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